In July 2016, professor Martyn Poliakoff hinted that in 2019 the Periodic Table would celebrate its 150 th anniversary, and the ball started to roll. On 30 September 2016, 3000 participants of the 20th Mendeleev Congress, held in Ekaterinburg, Russia, unanimously voted for the proclamation of the International Year of the Periodic Table ( IYPT) in 2019. The resolution was supported by the Mendeleev Russian Chemical Society and the Russian Academy of Sciences. In early 2017, during and after the celebrations of the discovery and naming of nihonium, moscovium, tennessine and oganesson, the Mendeleev Chemical Society from Russia took the initiative to explore the possibility to have 2019 named as the International Year of the Periodic Table. The Russian Academy of Sciences invited IUPAC to be the leading union for the IYPT, as the identification of a leading international science union is a compulsory part of the UNESCO application procedure. IUPAC 's Executive Committee embraced the initiative and approached other International scientifi c unions to join forces, i.e. the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), International Astronomical Union (IAU), European Chemical Society (EuChemS), the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science and Technology (IUHPS), and the International Science Council (ISC, previously known as ICSU, the International Council for Science which merged in July 2018 with ISSC, the International Social Sciences Council).
A steering committee of 16 people, consisting of leaders of the unions and other experts, was formed in the fall of 2017, and a prospectus was produced for submission and application to UNESCO and the United Nations. Ultimately, the fi nal application for the IYPT was endorsed by a number of international scientifi c unions, including IUPAC, IUPAP, EuChemS, IAU, and IUHPS.
About the UN decision, we copy from the 2018 CI In early 2018, IUPAC has started the execution by formation of a Management Committee (MC), initially consisting of six members from IUPAC, and a little later extended to include six UNESCO members, representatives of the other scientifi c unions and of a few major chemical societies representing diff erent regions of the world. (see full composition online at iypt2019.org/ about-us )
Apart from planning the opening ceremony on 29 January 2019 and the closing ceremony in December 2019, this Management Committee will not organize many other events. In fact, the main duty of the Management Committee is the coordination and facilitation of activities and where needed give assistance in the initiation, relevant publicity, and sponsoring dealing with these activities, as well as dissemination via the website and social media and in collaboration with co-applying International Unions. An important duty of the Management Committee has been and still is fi nding proper sponsors for the several international events.
It is to be stressed that IYPT is not IUPAC only and the list a few selected activities (Table 1) illustrates that diversity.
UNESCO off ered the option that countries appoint an IYPT ambassador (secondment) based at UNESCO in 2018/2019 for IYPT duties. The fi rst of these appointees has started has started already: Dr. Natalia Tsivadze from Moscow, and is assisting the Management Committee in planning several activities, including the Opening Ceremony.
Table or System?
In the 19 th century most publications in Chemistry were in German. This included Mendeleev, Meyer, and other colleagues who published their work in German scientifi c journals. They were writing about the "System," as there was no " Table" A number of others also worked on understanding the System, but is was Mendeleev who fi rst shaped it into tabular form (see fi gure 1 right), which is the basis of the current Periodic Tables, including the one commonly called IUPAC Periodic Table (see back cover of  this issue) .
To illustrate the history and process of the discoveries, we cite from the IYPT application prospectus:
"The Periodic Table (System) was discovered in an era when atomic structures and electrons where not known, and equipment to purify and separate elements was still primitive. The discoveries Table 2019 The International Year of the Periodic Table 2019 of Mendeleev, Meyer and others are therefore to be seen as immense. After the first International Conference of Chemists in 1860 (Karlsruhe), which both Mendeleev and Meyer attended, it became clear that a number of scientists had noted some regularities between chemical elements. The discoveries published in 1869 by Mendeleev, first in a vertical order, later that year in a horizontal arrangement, were preceded by discoveries of similar "regularities" from Béguyer de Chancourtois, Newlands, Odling, Hinrichs and Lothar Meyer. Only Meyer produced a quite similar tabular arrangement, in fact just after Mendeleev. There is little discussion that Mendeleev published his system noting that there was a periodic classification, i.e. the periodic law and the systematic arrangements of the elements, including some of the not yet discovered elements for which he even predicted chemical properties. Despite the fact that some of these predictions were incorrect and that in his system there was no place for the Noble Gases, he is still generally accepted as the chief architect, since he discovered the "system"; only later it was changed to " Table" as we now use in Periodic Table of Elements in English. Remarkable, the word "System" is still used as in "Periodic System" in a number of languages, e.g. Danish ("Periodiske system" and also: "periodesystemet"), Dutch ("Periodiek systeem") and German ("Periodensystem"), just as Mendeleev and Meyer used it in their papers. In Russia at least the Periodic Table  is considered to be the illustration of the Periodic System."
The "System" terminology is still used in English today. An analysis on October 3, 2018, of the The International Year of the Periodic Table 2019 Web of Science shows that since 1946 as many as 533 articles in English have "Periodic System" in the title, whereas 944 articles have "Periodic Table" in the title. March 1, 1869 is often considered as the day of the discovery of the Periodic Law. That day Dmitry Mendeleev completed his work on "The experience of a system of elements based on their atomic weight and chemical similarity." Meyer published an updated version of his table, which was very similar to that of Mendeleev, in December, 1869. In the early days, both Mendeleev and Meyer were honored for their discovery of the "periodic relations of the atomic weights," sharing the Davy Medal of the Royal Society in 1882. Nowadays, Mendeleev is almost universally accepted as the originator of the Periodic Table of the Elements, perhaps because he included all known elements and because he used the Table predictively. Subsequently, the unknown elements he had predicted, gallium (1875), scandium (1879) and germanium (1887) were discovered and had the properties he predicted for them.
One of the earliest Tables left in hard copy, from around or just after 1880 is shown in figure 2 . It was discovered in the archives of the University of St. Andrews (UK), and is there now on display. Note the empty space for germanium that was discovered only in 1887 (scandium and gallium are already listed in this Table) . It is also interesting to note the "double" mentioning of Cu, Ag and Au. In a very nice stamp from Spain, these missing elements were elegantly shown (see figure 3) .
Final Remarks
Other articles in this special issue of Chemistry International are highly recommended to read. They include an article by G. Jeffery Leigh, with a focus on the role of IUPAC in the development of the periodic table during the last century, and of the preceding Atomic Weights Commission, which oversaw the Periodic Table before 1919. In the next article, Sigurd Hofmann addresses the detailed history of the criteria for new element discoveries and its acceptances [2] .
To illustrate that the discussions on the format of the Periodic Finally, we can say with near certainty that this is not the end of the Periodic Table. The frequently asked question "Can we expect more new chemical elements, and if so, when?" will hopefully be answered in the next few years. These questions have been addressed recently in a separate paper in some detail [3] .
For now, we are all looking forward to the very many events and activities for IYPT in 2019 worldwide, including the opening ceremony in Paris. 
